The distribution and feeding habits of the larvae of ayu Plecoglossus altivelis altivelis were investigated in the coastal waters of Tosa Bay from 2000 to 2004. The larvae (chie‰y yolk-sac and pre‰exion stages, 4.0 13.5 mm BL) were distributed horizontally 3 km inshore and vertically on the surface, being in‰uenced by coastal waters.
gated were compared among year groups, it was suggested that the degree of assemblage of early larvae near the coast and the density of copepods were signiˆcant for their survival until migration to the surf zones. 
